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For MONDAY, July 7, 1800. 





TRIAL ef JAMES HADFIELD, 
For TREASON. 


COURT or KING’s BENCH, June 26. 


T= morning, at nine o’clock, James Hadfield was brought to the bar 
of the court, tobe tried upon his indi€&ment for treafon, in compaf- 
fing the death of the King ; the court being opened by proclamation, all 
the four Judges being prefent, the following gentlemen were {worn on the 
jury i— ‘ 


Luke Flood, Efq. Foremans Matthew Oliver, Efg. 


Thomas Baldock, Efq. Thomas Windle, Efq. 
Peter Adams, Efq. Charles Rich, Efg. 
ohn Gant, Efq. John Warren, Efq. 
ebb Mallard, ®fq- W. Blackmore, Efq. 
Thomas Bingham, Eig. William Watfon, Efg. 


The Clerk of the Crown then read the indiment as follows : 

““ MIDDLESE x to wit.—The jurors for our Lord the King upon their 
oath prefent that James Hadfield, late of Weftminfter, in the county of 
Middlefex, labourer, being a fubje&t of our faid Lord the King, not 
having the fear of God in his heart, nor weighing the duty of bis al- 
legiance, but being moved and feduced by the inftigation of the Devil, as 
a falfe traitor again{t our {aid Lord the King, his fupreme, true, Jawful, and 
undoubted Lord, and wholly withdrawing the cordial love and true and 
due obedience, fidelity, and allegiance, which every truc and faithful fub- 
je& of our faid Lord the King fhould and of right ought to bear towards 
our faid Lord the King, on the 15th day of May, in the 4oth year of the 
reign of our faid Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God 
King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and fo 
forth, at the parifh of St. Martin in the Fields, in the county of Middle. 
fex, malicioufly and traitoroufly, with force and arms, &c. did compafs, 
imagine, andintend tobring and put our faid Lord the King to death. 
And to fulfil, perfe&t, and bring to effe&, his moft evil and wicked treafon 
and treafonable compafling and imagination aforefaid, he, the faid James 
Hadfield, as fuch falle traitor as aforefaid, on the 15th day of May, 
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in the goth year of the reign aforefaid, at the parifh of St. Martin inthe 
Fields, in the county of Middlefex, with force and arms, malicioufly and 
traitoroully did buy, obtain, and procure, and in his cuftody and pollefion 
did have and keep, acertain piflol and a large quantity of powder, and 
divers leaden fhot, flugs, and butlets, with intent thereby and therewith 
malicioufly and traitoroufly to fhoot at, affaflinate, kill, and put to death 
our faid Lord the King. And turther to fulfil, perfeét, and bring to effet 
his moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable compaffing and imagina- 
tion aforefaid, he the faid James Hadfield, as fuch falfe traitor as afore. 
faid, on the 15th day of May, in the 40th year of the reigo aforefaid, at 
the parifh of St. Martin in the Fields, in tthe county of Middlefex, with 
force and arms, malicioufly and traitoroyfly did fecretly and clandeflinely 
arm himfelf with acertain pifto), charged and loaded with gunpowder, and 
éérrain leaden thot, bullets, and flugs, and did go and repair fo armed as 
storefaid toa certain theatre called Drury-lane Theatre, with intent at, and 
in the fame theatre, by and withthe fame piftol {o loaded as aforefaid, and 
with which he the faid fames Hadfield had fo armed himfelf as aforefaid, 
malicioufly and traitoroufly to fhoot at, affaffinate, kill, and put to death 
6ur faid Lord the King. ‘And further to fulfil, perte@, and bring to effee 
his molt evil and wicked treafon and treafonable compaffing -and imagina- 
tion aforefaid, hé the faid James Hadfield, as fuch falle traitor as aforefaid, 
onthe 15th day of May, in the goth year of the reiyn aforefaid, at the 
.parifh ot St. Martin in the Fields, in the county of Middlefex, with force 
and arms, malicioufly and traitoroufly did thoot off and difcharge a certain 
piftol then and there being loaded with gunpowder, and divers leaden thot, 
flugs, and bullets, which he, the faid James Hadfield then and there bad, 
and held in his right hand, at the perfon of our faid Lord the King, with 
intent thereby, and therewith malicioufly and traitoroufly to fhoot, affafl- 
nate, kill, and put to death our faid Lord the King, againft the duty of the 
allegiance of him, the faid James Hadfield, againft the form of the ftatute 
in that cafe made and provided, and againft the peace of our faid Lord the 
King, bis crown and dignity.” . 

Mr. Abbott opened. the pleadings on the part of ‘the profecution. 

The Attorney General then rofe, and addreffed the jury :— : 

The prifoner, as they had heard, was indiéted for high treafon, a crime 
of the utmoft magnitude, and involving in its probable confequences every 
thing which wads molt facred in the inflitations of civil fociety, The overt 
alts coarged in the indiment were all repeatedgpainit the perfon of the 
King. Ke was frft charged with procuring the piftol, &c. He was next 
charged with going fecretly armed to the playhoufe ; and laftly, he was 
charged with Prine a piftol againft the perfon of his Majefty, all of them 
with the fame intent, namely, that ot killing the King. Upon this febjea, 
of which t## jury had probably heard much in private converfation, it'was 
their duty to difcharge every thing that they had.fo heard from their minds, 
and attend only to the evidence whi¢h they fhould that day hear upon oath. 
It wads his intention, if he could, to fate correfly what that evidence 
woald be ; he fhould endeavour to do it concifely and truly, for the put- 
poleof giving them a correét view of the whole fabjeét ; and facilrtating 
them in takiny’a view of the whole cafe, by concentring the feveral parts 
under one diftih& point. (The learned gentleman then deferibed the man- 
werin which the {hot was fired, and which appears below from ‘the 
evidence.) * ‘ 

The crime charged was that of imagining and contriving ‘the death of 
the King—tHe law made that imagining and compalfing criminal, if sewere 
manifelied by-any overt afis. Fhe law amade fisting at any perfon a crime 
of ‘a capital nature. The evidence would prove beyond ‘a poffibility © 
doubt the fas, and he would prodace them evidence to thew ‘the conduét 
of the prifoner both before and afteribe fired the piftol. He would trace 
him fromi'the time of his getting the piftol, and procuring the poweer. 
He would trace bim from two o’elock that day, when they would find’ that 
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he procured two piftols, but left one behind him for a reafon which they 
would hear from the witnefles. He would trace him from thence to the 
time of his going to the theatre : he would fhew, that he concealed the 
arms, fo that thofe near him did not fufpeét he had any, unti] the moment 
he ufed them ; at that moment he was thrown over the orchefira, and he 
fhould alfo produce evidence to fhew his conduéi at that period. 

From circumtlances that had paffed, he was led to fuppofe, that the 
anfwerto the cale would be, that he was in the unfortunate fituation ‘of 
being afflicted with infanity. Te would, therefore, become his duty to flate 
to the jury-what he confidered to be the law of the cafe. He apprebended 
that by the law of this country, tf a perfon was completely deranged in 
mind, foas not to know what were the confequences of his actions, and in- 
capable of difcriminating berween good and evil, that fuch a perfon could 
not commit any crime, becaufe the will was wanting, a certain portion of 
which was neceflary to the eflence of every crime ; but grievous indeed 
would-be the fituation of every man inthis country, if thefe who had Ig- 
boured under occafional fits of infanity were to be excufed any crime that 
they might commit. In the cals of ‘idiotcy, of complete privation of 
reafon, the perfon flood excufed, becaufe he was not bleffed with the faculty 
of judging between right and wrong ; to an infant who had not obtained 
seston fuficient to enable him to judge between fight and wrong 5 but 
when they were weighing the refult of an aft in the court of criminal ju- 
rifprudence, the jury would examine what degree of intelligence the per- 
fons committing the a€i poifeffed ar the time of doing. This perfons of 
weak underfiandings have committed crimes, and have been punifhed for 
them, becaufe they had fuflicient knowledge to know the nature of the a@, 
although their underflandiogs were below the ordinary ftandard. Thus 
again, in the cafe of achild, they did not judge from his years but from his 
capacity. If he fhewed that he had a knowledge fufficient to judge of the 
nature and confequences of the aft, though not a complete view of jt, yee 
that had been conflantly held ground fufficient to find thofe guilty who weye 
of avery tender age. He took the law tobe the fame with refpe& to 
infanity. He took it, that it had been fo laid down by perfons, to whom 
courts and juries had been ufed to pay the greateft veneration.—Lord 
Chief Juflice Coke, in bis pleas of the crown, fays, ‘* that a on compos 
mentis could not commit treafon, but that it muft be an abfolute madnefa.’* 
And Lord Chief Juftice Hale, in commenting upon this paflage, fays, 
that the true way of judging was asin the cafe of an infant; and_ ace 
cording to this doéirine was the decifion in two memorable cafes in the fate 
trials,” 
_ The firft to which he alluded was the cafe of Edward Arnold, who was 
indi@ed for fhooting at Lord Onflow. There was nota doubt but that 
that man was deranged ; and as with re{peé to Lord Onflow himfelf, what 
was the opinion of the court in that cafe ? That the prifoner had a fleady 
regular defign, and took all proper means to accomplith bis obje@ ; they 
had therefore difcretion enoogh to make him an obje@ of punithment. 
The court, infumming up, flared that the fsé was proved beyond doubr, 
but whether it was malicious, muft be deduced from the nature of the ine 
fanity, That if the prifoner was under the vifitation of God, and knew 
not what he did, he could not be guilty : but that, on the othet hand, ie 
was not every particular infanity\would ferve for excufe, but it muft be one 
which deprived a man of reafon, and left him ina flate of aot knowing 
More than a brute or an infant, the nature of the ation he had committed. 
Therefore the jury would decide as to that fa@. Such was the reafoning of 
fr. Juflice Tracy on that cafe, That law had never been contraditied, 
but adopted in fucceeding cafes, 

The other cafe, which probably the jury anticipated, was the cafe of 
ord Ferrers. He was vilited with occafional infanity : of that fa@ there 
could be no doubt. He murdered a perfon deliberately in his own houfe, of 
thename of Johnfon, The fats were clearly proved, and it was alledged 
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in defence, that the confequence of murder did not follow, becaufe he 
laboured under a flate of mind which rendered him incapable of knowing 
what he did, and therefore not capable of judging the confequence of his 
aftions, All the authorities relative tothat point were produced by the 
then Solicitor General, and as every afiflance was then had, what pafled 
upon that trial muft be confidered as the law of the fubje&. The Judges 
fat as affiftants to the Houfe, heard fuch flared to be the Jaw, and adopted it, 
The Lords, with ene voice, found Lord Ferrers guilty, judging from the 
capacity be had at the moment he committed the aft, and not from any 
former period, 

Inthis cafe, whatever the ftate of the prifoner’s mind might be at former 
periods of time, yet at that precife moment he poflefled underflanding 
enough to know the nature and confequences of the aétion he was about to 
commit, and acompetent degree of recolleAion to warrant the inference 
of puilt, according to the law as laid down by Lord Hale. It was true that 
he had been difcharged from the military, and for caufe of infanity, but 
that degree of found mind, which was neceflary for the difcharge of a re- 
gular duty, was very different from that degree only neceflary to diflinguifh 

. the boundaries of good and evil. There are different degrees of infanity, 
which operate according to the nature of the aft performed. If acontraét 
was to be concluded, it was neceflary that the party fhould be able to 
weigh all the confequences refulting from it. If'a dilpofition by teflament 
was the queRion, it was neceflary that the party fhould have fufficient fanity 
of mind to underfland the nature of the 28; but it had been repeatedly 
held, that a perfon with a degree of furious infanity, yet fhortly recoverin 
fufficient underfanding to know what he was doing, might legally make tel- 
tamentary difpofition. 

He conceived that it would be neceffary to make out a cafe of much 
greater infanity to warrant a jury to pronounce not guilty upon a criminal 
a@t, becaufe the traces of right and wrong were much harder to be erafed 
from the mind, and remained as long as the mind retained any. diflin&ions 
atall, When they heard the evidence, they would find the prifoner 
afting as other men did on fuch occafions—procuring piflols—leaving one 
for a reafon which he affigned, purchaling gunpowder, {lating his intention 
of going to the play, choofing a place beft fitted for his purpofe, ee 
patiently for the proper moment until he difcharged the piflo! at the ry a 
perfon, There wasthought, mind, and contrivance in whathe did, After 
he was hurricd over the orcheftra, they would find that by his confefhons 
he knew what he had done, and what were the confequences, that his life 
was the forfeit for the deed. There could be no doubt but that the evi- 
dence would convince them that he had afled from a judgment which 
enabled him to form the plan, and to know the nature and confequences 0 
the aét he was about to commit, and had committed. Whatever the flate 
of his mind wasat other times, the law faid he was refponfible for thofe ats 
which he had underflanding fufficient to know the nature of. This was 
the evidence, and fuch was the law as he underflood it. We muff all re- 
joice that the deed was not effeAcd ; but however ptovidentially the life 
af his Mojefly was preferved, is was important for the purpofe of general 
fafety and the fecurity of juftice, that it fhould be known that perfons who 
bad faboured under occafional infanity were not exculed from the con{e- 
quences of fuch crimes as they might commit, having {ufficient nary’ 
itanding to judge of theirevil tendency: fo thought the jury, and {0 
thought the court in a former cafe which he had alluded to, and fo thought 
the higheit court in the kingdom, when they condemned Lord Ferrers 
(one of theirown body) to die. He trufted, that he had not overftated the 

hls : he hopedhe h-4 not miftaken the law. The jury would corre@ him 

if he had done the firft ; and, with all fubmifGion, he fubmitted the later to 
the court. 

Witnesses 
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WITNESSES ON THE PART OF THE PROSECUTION. 


Mr. Jofeph Craig.—He depofed that he is a mufician belonging to the 
band of Drury-Jine Theatre ; that he was in the orchellra of the theatre 
on the 15th of May, at the lower end of the orcheflra, oppofite to the fide 
where his Majefly fits. Atthe moment his Majefty came in, the audience, 
asis ufual, rofe up, and the witnefs faw Hadfield above all the reft, witha 

iol in his band, pointed at his Majefly’s box, and apparently at his Ma- 
jefly’s perfon, It was inftantly fired, and then dropped down. The wit- 
nefs immediately got upon his own defk in the orcheflra, and affifted in 
dragging bim over the rails. He was then carried into the room called. the 
mofic room, under the ftlage. Mr. Sheridan and the Duke of York im- 

mediately came in, and as foon as.the prifoner faw.the Duke of York, he 
faid ** God blefs your Royal Highnefs ; .I like you very well ; you,area 
good fellow. Thisis not the worft that is brewing.” 

Mr. John Hojroyd gave evidence that he was inthe pitof Drury-lane 
Theatre on the a5thof May: that be fat next the prifoucr. The wirnefs 
afked him to make room for him, as he had loft his friends in the crowd. 
The prifoner he thinks replied, ‘* Willingly.*” This was about three 
quarters of an hour before his Majefly came. During that time he heard 
nothing particular from the prifoner; but he remarked that he wasapitiable 
objet from the wounds be had received. He did not oblerve the counte- 
nance of the prifoner when his Majefly entered; but he faw a piftol pre- 
fented acrofs bis face, and the contents were immediately difcharged from 
it; the direion of the piftol was towards the King’s perfon or the King’s 
box. The withefs faid that he was one of the perfons who affifted in fe- 
curing him. 

Mr. Jeremiah Parkinfon, a mufician, {wore that he was in the orcheftra 
of Drury-lane Theatre on the 15th of May, in the middle of the orcheftra, 
facing the King, with the audience on his left hand. It was cuftomary 
when his Majeily entered for the audience to rife. The prifoner was con- 
fiderably higher than the reft of the audience, and was {landing two feats 
from the orcheftra in the pit. At the moment his Majefty came to the 
front of his box, he {aw the prifoner with his arm extended, and a piftol in 
his hand, appearing to take aim at his Majefly’s box. He faw him look up 
the barrel of the piflol. As foon as he hed fired it fome gentleman near 
him pulled him from the bench, and with the affiftance of other gentlemen 
he was thrown over the orcheftra, and taken intothe mufjc room under the 
flage. Townfend, the police officer, then came in, and the prifoner was de- 
livered over to him. When the Duke of York entered the mufic-room, 
he heard the prifoner fay to his Royal Highnefs, ** Thisis not all,” or 
** This is not the worl.” But there was fuch confufion that he could nor 
hear the words that were {poken very diflin@ly. Being afked if the firua- 
tion was a good one for firing at his Majefty, he seplied that the prifoner 
could not, in his opinion, have cholen a better. 

Mr. Wright {wore, that he was at Drury-lane Theatre on the evening of 
the 15th of May ; he was in the firft row next the orcheftra: as foon as 
his Majefty entered he heard the report of a piftol, and turning round faw 
the prifoner flanding upon a bench, feemingly agitated and confuled.— 

timmediately caught him by the collar: there was a cry of ‘** Secure 
the viilain,” to which he replied, ‘* I believe I have fecuredhim fafe 
enough.” He then turned round, and looked to the place where the pri- 
foner had flood. A young lady who fat behind that place, immediately 
pointed to the ground, where he faw and picked up the piftol. ‘The wit- 
nefs Produced the piftol in Court. 

Miis Elizabeth Geashee depofed, that fhe was at Drury-lane Theatre, 
on the 15th of May. She fatin the pit, on she third row from the or- 
chellra. She was there about half an hour before bis Majefly came. 


She could not, on account of being fo confufed, fay whether it aad * the 
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firft or fecond bow to the audience from his Majefly that the prifoner fired 
burt immediately after he had fired he threw down the piftol. : 

Mr. Dyte faw the piflol drop out of the prifoner’s hand dircAy after he 
had difcharged it, and he aided in feizing him. 

Jobo Wood is a mufician, fat at the time with his back to the flage, his 
face towardsthe audienee ; obferved the prifoner fome time before the pil- 

tol was fired, and faw bim when the King came into his box jump up on 
the bench where he had been fitting, which was in the fecond row from the 
orcheftra, and with fomething in his hand, which he thought was an 
opera-glals, extend his arm direétly towards the royal box, and difcharged 
a piftol (tbat which he firft took A an opcera-glals). His Majefly was 
then in tront of the box, and it appeared to him that be aimed the piftol at 
him. He aided in taking him acrofs the orcheftra into the mufician’s room, 
under the Mage. : 

Mr. Law, one of the council for the profecution, here defired that bis 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of York might be called; upon hearing whith 
the prifoner, in a paroxyfin of enthufiafm, cried out, ‘* God blefs the 
Duke. I love him.” 

The court feeing, his agitation, immediately gave dire&ions that he 
fhould be permitted to firdown; and Mr. Kirby, the kceper of Newgate 
twho ail the time fat next to him) told him he had permiflion of the Court 
to fit dows which he did, and remained compofed daring the remainder of 
the trial. 

The Duke of York fworn—His Royal Highnefs faid, in confequence of 
the tumult and the darknefs of the place whese the prifoner was feated 
in the pit, on that night, be could not difcern the countenance of the pri- 
foner, ull he came into the room where he was coafined, under the flage, 
and encircled by peace officers and others who had him in cultody ; that on 
his entrance the prifoner faid, ‘* God blefs you, 1 love you” that his 
Royal Highnefs remarked he was fure he knew the man’s face, but at the 
snttant could not recolleQ; at length remembered he was one of his or- 
derly wen; that the prifoner then laid he was one of his orderly men; 
that it was cufiomary for the Commander in Chief to have fele@ perfons 
n¢ar him, and, as fuch, he remembered the prifoner, who brought to his 
recolleGion his knowledge of him the day after the battle of Famars. 
ius converfation and behaviour, during the period of his examination in 
that room, was perfe@lly colleéted, and betrayed no fymptoms of derange- 
ment. He faid twice or thrice that he knew 4h life was forfeited ; that be 
was tired of it, and had but to exifl a few days longer ; that.the wort bad 
not happtned yet, and this laft obfervation the prifoner repeated, adding, 
he was tired of bis life. —His Royal Highnefs was prefent on the occafion 
nearly three quarters of an hour, and the psifoner continued uniformly 
colleéted. : 

After the prifoner was re.noved, his Royal Highnefs gave dire@ions to 
have the box fearched, and remained there for that purpofe; and after 
fome time a hole was difeovered about 14 inches above the fituation of his 
Majefly’s head, in the poft at the orcheftra fide of the box, and underneath 
yt a bullet, which had pierced the pillar, and that being hollow, fell down, 
and was found in the orcheftra underneath ; his Highnets perceived, by the 
fmell of powder on it, that it had been fired from the piftol aimed at the 
King, and had no doubt when it was found of that faa. : 

On his Royal Highnefs being crofs-examined by Mr. Ertkine, he faid, 
that men who were fele&ed for orderly were always the truefl and molt 
stiedmen. That the prifoner, on being alked why he committed fuch a 
crime, replied, he was tired of life, and made the attempt he did make for 
sha: purpole, as he was in expe@auon he fhould be killed forit. 

Mr. Law agaiu prefled the queflion, whether his Royal Highoels 
thought the prifoner was colleGcd at the me he was giving thefe anfwers, 
and his Iighnels seplied—certainly. 

6 Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan wascalled, but did not appear ; it was faid he had been 
attending but was gone. Mr. White faid he was fubpoenacd yefterday, 
and particularly defired to attend ; he was called again, but did not appear, 
upon which Mr. Garrow faid, they would go on with the profecution 
without the evidence of Mr. Sheridan, and therefore he fhould now call 
another witnefs, Mr. Richardfon.—Mr. Sheridan afterwards appeared, but 
not before the cafe was clofed on the part of the crown, fo that he was 
not examined, , 

Joleph Richardfon, Efq. faid ‘* I was at Drury-lane Theatre on the 
evening of Thurfday, the 15th of May Jaft. 1 faw the prifoner at the bar 
there; the firft time I faw him was after he had been lifted over the {pikes 
of the orcheftra, and carried into the room where the muficians retire in the 
intervals of their bufinefs ; I think my entrance there was nearly the 
fame with that of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, towards the con- 
clufion of his examination, after his commitment was made cut and he was 
about to retire; on obferving the Duke of York the prifoner addrefied 
him with great enthufialm, and bade God blels him, for he was the foldier’s 
friend, and the foldicrs loved him. He faid he knew the Duke of York, 
that he had ferved ander him. Heconftantly denied that he had any in- 
tention to take away the King’s life. During his examination, and while 
the Duke of York was there, I faw notthe leaft appearance of lunacy 
about the prifoner. Before this declaration of the prifoner, when the 
Duke of York, Mr. Sheridan, and a gentleman of the name ot Wigftead, 
had been fat down, and with pens, ink, and paper, and all the formality of 
the bufinefs was impreffed on him, the prifoncr faid ‘ Gentlemen, do not 
give yourlelves allthis trouble ; ‘ufe me well, and I will tell you the whole 
truth, I am/a man tired of life; my planisnot totake away my own life, 
I fought, therefore, to get rid of it by other means: F did not mean to 
take away the life of the King, bute I thought this attempt would anfwee 
the purpofe as well.’—-I do not recolle& any further occurrence that ap> 
peared to me to be material.” 

The carpenter of the houfe of Drury-lane Theatre gave an account of 
the impreflion made ‘by the flugs in the box where they were fhot, and 
of the finding of them after along fearch, and of their being afterwards 
delivered up to Mr. Ford, at the Dukeof Portland’s Office, by the means 
of Meffis. Rotbrook and Johnfon. 

‘Mr Fofbro6k gave evidence to the fame effe&, as did alfo Mr. Johnfor. 
They all proved, that when the flugs were found théy Had the appear- 
ance of having been recently {hot ; and that they anfwered the defcription of 
the matk in the box into which the piflol was fired. This evidence was 
allo corroborated by the teflimony of John Baten. The flugs being pre- 
duced were identified by Mr. Ford. 

William Harman faid, ‘* Iam a filver-fpoon maker, and journeymen 
to Mr. Dick, who lives in Greenhill’s Rents, near Smithfield. I know 
the prifoner at the bar ; he called on me on Thurfday the :zth of May, 
about two o’clock, at Mr. Dick’s. He fhewed me a piftol, and faid he had 
been buying a‘pair of them. I afked him, what he bought them for? 
Hefaid he bought them for his young mafter, and that he gave eight fhil- 
lings for them; that he meant to charge twelve fhillings for them, alter he 

d cleaned them up, and that he fhould get four fhillings by them. The 
prifoner left one of his piflols with me, and faid if he took it home his 
wife would be frightened. When he called on me, and had this converfa- 
tion with me, he appeared to be colleAed, and to underfland what he was 
about: he feemed to me toi be as well as ever he was im his life.” 

Thomas Diek was next examined, and faid, “ I carry on the dufinefs of 
a filver-fpoon maker; William Harman, the laft witnefs, was a journey- 
man of mine ; I know the prifoner, James Hedficid; he worked for me 
about a year and a half ago in wy bofinefs for about three weeks at one 
uS:5 he executed his bufinefs like other journeymen in the fame trade 5 
mathe Areet Lhave met him feveral times! I faw shim at my‘ howie ow 
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Thurfday the 25th of May lafl, about two o’clock in the afternoon, or 
half after two; he called to fee my young man Harman; the prifoner had 
a pifto! with him; he fat down on a ftool in my fhop; he {aid to me, 
** How do you do, Sir?” and faid ** he had bought a bargain ;” that 
** he had given eight fhillings for a pair of piftols;’? he afked me ‘* what 
I thought they were worth ?”” and I faid ‘* I did not think they were worth 
four fhillings.” Then he went to get fome beer totreat the young man; 
he laid the piftol down, and went away ; I alked him ‘* what he Jefe it 
for ? and roid him to take the piftol with him; he faid ‘* No, I thal! not 
go to work this afternoon, I fhall go home and clean myfelf.”’ I told him 
to take the piftol with bim ; he Rig ** he fhould not take the piflol with 
him, becaufe he would frighten his wife with it if he did, and that he 
would not have it till he came back again.”—Then he afterwards called 
for it, and put it in his pocket, and went away. This was in about twenty 
minutes. He had cleaned himfelf when he came the fecond time, for he 
was in his working drefs when he came at firft. During the whole of this 
time that I faw of the prifoner, by his manner and from what he faid, I did 
not obferve any thing extraordinary in his manner, but he feemed to be 
zather more folid and thoughtful than he ufed to be; he fcemed to be 
yather duller, and not fo cheerful in fpirits as he ufed tobe; but I did not 
fee any thing in his {pirits to make me think there was any thing the matter 
with his head.”’ ‘ 

William Harrifon examincd—‘* I have known the prifoner between 
feven and eight years.—I am a hair dreffer ; I uled to fhave the prifoner, 
aod have beeninthe habit of fhaving him for thefe feven years. He came 
to my fhop on the 15th of May laft, between two and three o’clack ; to the 
beft of my recolle&tion I was going out at the door, andI met him coming 
in from acrofs the way, He {topped at the door, and {aid to me, ‘* Hah! 
William! do you live here?” I faid ‘** yes.” He then faid dire€lly thar 
he wanted to be fhaved, but that he was going further, and that he would 
call ashe came back. He returned in about ten minutes or a quarter of an 
hour, or thereabouts. He was in my fhop I believe for about eight minutes, 
for I was fhaving another man when he came in. I did aot obferve any 
thing about him but as ufual at that time.” 

Here an interruption took place, in confequence.of a number of Laer pr 
who had got into the gallery over the court, almoft clofe to the roof of 
ebe hall, from which they were cagerly looking down to the {cene below, 
but at too great @ diftance, we Sess, to hear what paffed. The court 
having nouced them, Lord Kenyon afked what place that was, and what 
they were doing there ? He was anfwered that it wascalled the Board of 
Works, and that they were ftrangers prompted by curiofity, who had con- 
trived to get admiffion. His Lordship then complained of the rudenefs of 
their intrufion, and defired that they fhould be turned out, the gallery 
locked, and the keys biought to him. They appeared, however, either to 
difregard, or not to hear what was faid ; in confequence of which he te- 
peatedly ordered four of them, one of whom his Lordfhip peculiarly 
marked out, who had continued after they were made fenfible by figas 
from the audience below that the coust were diflatisfied with their prefence, 
to be taken into cuflody. This had the defired cffcét ; they all reluétantly 
setired, and the bufinefs was refumed. 

George Webb examined.—‘* I live with Mr. Clark, at No. 74 St. 
John-freet, Welt Smithfield ; he is an oi! and colourman ; he fells gua- 
powder alfo. Iremember a perfon coming to our fhop on Thurfday after- 
noon on the 1§th of May laft. Iobferved him, he had a great fear on bis 
face, and hiseye was drawn up very much. He afked for an ounce of {a 
perfine gunpowder. The ani{wer was, it was at the warehoufe, and when 
the porter came home, he being then out, it fhould be got forhim. Upor 
receiving that anfwer he went away. The witnefs then looked at the pt 
foner and faid, h® was the man; He did not fee the prifoner when be came 
a [econd time, he being gone out on a meffage,”” 

9 Thomas 
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Thomas Punter examined. ‘* I know the prifonerat the bar; I faw him 
on the 15th of May laft at the Bull’s Head, Aylefbury-fireet, near 

erkenwell ; it is near St. John-ftreer. There were five of my fhop- 
mates at the Bull’s Head; as I was going in tothem I faw the pnifoner going 
along, and faid, ‘ there goes Hadfield.’ This was about 4 o’clock, to the 
beft of my knowledge. He turned round, for he was in St. John-fquare, 
and faidto me, * Mr. Punter, how do you do? I can’t ftop, for I am going 
on particular bufinefs;? or fomething to that cffe&. I faid, ‘ We will not 
detain you five minutes.” He turned round into the Bull; but I do not 
think he flaid five minutes ; he only hada glafs of brandy, for we were alt 
going. I did not hear any converfation. I did notobferve any thing pare 
tcular about him ; he appeared as ufual.”” 

James Bagnel gave evidence to the fame effe&. 

Mr. Law—We have three other witnefles to the fame fats; but we 
will not examine them, and here we clofe onr evidence, 

Mr. Erfkine.—May it pleafe your Lordthip !—Gentlemen of the jury f 
—The f{cene we have been engaged in this morning, and the duty impofed 
on me by the court, feems to me to be one of the brighteft monuments of 
civil juftice., If any thing could poffibly throw a more fplendid luftre 
over the code of criminal jurifprudence which this country potfeffes in fo 
pre-eminent a degree, it would certainly be the tranfaétion on which you 
are now called upon to decide. The King of this country, whois looked 
upon univerfally as the father of his people, and who reigns in the very 
hearts of his fubjeéts, was a@ually fhot at on the 15th of May, and yet not 
ahair of the man’s head who did this has been touched in a rude or violent 
manner.—The King, immediately after the horrid tranfaétion, remained 
calm, tranquil, and unmoved, as the court does now. I perfcétly agree 
with the Attorney-General in the law, as moft candidly taid down by him, 
that one man’s fhooting at another isafelony. It certainly is fo, and a fe- 
Jony where a man who was guilty of it would be brought immediately to 
trial, where he would not have the benefit of any information by whom 
he was to be tried, where he would not have the benefit of knowing who 
are the witneffcs againft him, where he would not have the benefit of coun- 
fel affigned to him by the court ; whereas in the prefent cafe, of an attack 
upon the life of the King himfelf, the prifoner is covered a}l over with 
the thield of the law. Our anceflors, gentlemen, were certainly jealous 
toan extreme on the fubje& of treafons, and had ever fhewn themfelves 
moft feelingly alive to the fafety and fecurity of the fubjeét, by the care 
and caution they ufed in framing laws for the prevention and punifhment 
of this deteNlable crime. I now ftand here, gentlemen. as counfel for the 
prifoner at the bar, and as fuch I am obliged in duty to do every thing in 
my power toferve him. I muft intreat your attention therefore whilft I 
lay before you the ground on which I ret my defence, and inform you how 
I underftand this momentous fubje@. It could certainly be no defence to 
fay that the prifoner at the bar had attempted the life of the King in order 
thathe himfelf might die. If you, gentlemen, fhall be of opinion that 
he a€tually compafied the death of our mof gracious Sovereign with a 
fettled, malicious, and wicked intent, moft undoubtedly you can do no 
other than pronounce on him a verdi&t of guilty. 

The law, gentlemen, on this fubje@t is moft explicit. It is the reafon of 
man which renders him accountable for alf his ations, and it is the depriva- 
tion of that reafon which inthe eye of the law acquits him of any crime. 
But fo differently, gentlemen, and in fo complicated a manner, are we 
framed by the hand of nature, that no caufes are fo difficult to be accounted 
for as the moft aflli@ing of all difeafes—infanity. The obfervation of the 
Attorney General is moft truly flared, when he told you, gentlemen, that 
the law will not meafure the fize of any man’s capacity fo as he be compos 
mentis. That truly great and juflly celebrated charaéter, Lord Coke, had 
defined the doftrine on this head in the plaineft and cleareft manner, by 
bfing that particular phrafe non compos mentis, to fhew exa@lly what was 
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the degree of infanity which rendered a man free from crime, if he did 
any thing criminal whilft he laboured under the affli@tion of it. It was not 
édeoticus—it was not dunaticus—but it was exprefsly defined non comtos 
mentis, fo long as he is not polleffed of underftandingto guide and rule his 
aftions. Lord Hale, who has fince proved himfelf to be an ornament to 
that Bench on which Coke once fo illufirioufly prefided, that learned Judge 
made the fame diftin&tion in his Commentary on the do&trine fo ably laid 
down by Lord Coke, and agreed with him that fome perfons have parti- 
cular degrees of iafanity ; and the exact quantum of that dreadful affli@ion 
remains to be determined by the Judge and jury. 

If, gentlemen, in a civil cafea man makes acontraf during the time he 
Jabours under this mental derangement the Jaw will immediately fet it 
alide. There have becn numberiefs ioftances in which men have been af- 






héied with lunacy in the very extreme, and yet have become fane after. 
wards.—There have, onthe contrary, been as many, who notwithflanding 


they have got better have neverentirely dilcharged the morbid affetion 
with which their mind has been once tainted. I perfely well remember, 
gentlemen, the cafe of Greenwood was one of thofe who fancied thata 
moft affe&tionate brother had conceived the horrible intention of adminif- 
tering poifon to him. If however lunacy exifled at the time the will was 
made, the law faysthe will fhall be void. But who, gentlemen, can trace 
its invifible operation ? And therefore it is that the law fo wifely direds, 
that all civil afis made pending it are void. I agree entirely, gentlemen, 
with the doétrine laid down by Mr, Juftice Tracey, that it is not every 
frantic perfon whois to receive the benefits conceded to real Junacy, or per- 
fons attually on compos mentis. Thecafe, on which he decided, was that 
of a man polleffed of a violent, turbulent, and overbearing dilpofition, who 
had conceived a hatred againft Lord Onflow, becaufe he was avery aétive 
magiftrate, and had put down fome clubs which were then agitating againft 
the rights of the prefent family to the throne, That man could not pre- 
tend toany fuch lunacy as the law contemplated, when it excufed acrime 
of fuch a nature. 

The Attorney General told you, gentlemen, that it muft be a total de- 
privation of reafon ; but furely it cannot be contended that lunacy, in the 
friGtelt fenfe of the word, comprehends a total want of recolleétion. If 
a hufband does not know his wife—if a fervant does not know that he has 
a mafler—if a fubjeét does not know that he has a King ; thefe are certainly 
total deprivations of reafon; but certainly lunacy may be frifily defined, 
without proceeding that length. Ideocy, for ledlnate, has a human form, 
but is not endowed with a human capacity. Lunatics are alfo known, 
gcnilemen, and innumerable inftances have occurred, in which they have 
proved themfelves fubrle in the higheft degree. The unfortunate prifoner, 
in chufing me for his advocate, has not chofen one who is favourable to the 
general do@rine of lunacy ; burt, in his cafe, I have no doubr I fhall be 
able to convince you, gentlemen, by the evidence I fhall bring forward, 
that he bas for fome time laboured under a fettled derangement of intel- 
le&t. I donot commend, that atthe time the prifoner bought the piftol he 
did not know what it was ; he certainly did know what it was—but I fay, 
that in buying 1 or in firing it, he Salen malicious or milchievous inten- 
tion againlt the Ie of his Sovereign. I remember, gentlemen, the cafe 
ef aman who inditled the keeper of a mad-houfe at Hoxton, for impn- 
foning him; and in the courfe of the trial, though I endeavoured by every 

ans y power, by every queftion I could put, to draw from him 

» proof of the real ftate of hrs mind, yet, fuch was his fubtlety, and 
his caution, that he fairly baffled me at every point. And it was only 
»y Dr. Sims appearing in court that he difcovered himfelf ; for he 09 
oner faw the Dofior than he addreffed him as the Lord aod Saviour o 
Mankind. The keeper of the mad-houfe was therefore acquitted. But, 
fuch was the fubtlety and perfeverance of this man, that, recolleéting the 
Doétor had one day confined him in his houle in town, he again — 
im 
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him in London for the fame offence ; and fo well did he remember what 
it was that loft him his caufe in Middlefex, that nothing could extort from 
him the fame behavicur ; and yet there was not the fmalleft doubt on the 
mind of any one who knew him, but that he was really and truly a lue 
natic, 

Gentlemen, in the time of that great and venerable Judge, Lord Mans- 
field, I was applied to, in order to attend the affizes at Chefler, in a cafe of 
lunacy ; and | waited on that highly revered chara@er at his refidence near 
town, to learn from him the particulars of a cafe which I underftood had 
come before him for trial. From him | learned that the man who was 
endeavoured to be proved a lunatic had abfolutely eluded, by his coolnefs 
and fubtlety, every queflion which tended to efte@ this purpole, and ap- 
eared as perfeétly rational and colle&ted as poffible till Dr. Battie came 
into court, who afked him what had become of the Princefs he had cor- 
refponded with in cherry-juice ? He inftantly forgot himfelf; replied it 
was very true; he had becn confined in a caftle with avery high tower, 
and denied the ule of ink ; on which he wrote tothe Princefs in cherry 
juice, threw the letter into the river, and it fwam down the ftream. 

Now, gentlemen, for the application of thefe cafes to that of the une 
happy prifoner atthe bar, I will fhew you what¥ can prove this man to 
have been ;—that he has been deprived of his reafon. The great difficulty 
in all fuch cafes ts, that it ts the chara&teriflic of infanity to adminifter itfelf 
like fanity, unlefs where it amounis to a degree of frenzy. Men will fre- 
quently appear to be very calm and fane, at the time chat the morbid 
affeftion has by no means left them, and they a@tually fuppofe them(elves 
in fituations which as to them never exifted. Suppole, gentlemen, a man 
fhould bein that flate, as to believe the perfon who {fits with his back to- 
wards me to be a potter’s veflel, and under this delufion fhould fhoot ; 
would any man upon earth call this murder ? Certainly not.—When this 
unhappy man fired his prftol at the King, did he doit with any malicious 
intention againft his Majefty ? Did he doit from that mifchievous motive 
which conflitutes crime ? Gentlemen, let us look at the condu&t of this 
man ; he entered into the army in the year 1793; he is now about twenty- 
nine years of age. He wentin the 15th regiment of light dragoons to the 
Continent, and you find by the evidence of the illuftrious Prince now 
fitting on the bench, that he was chofen one of his orderly men ; thofe 
men are preferrcd to this honourable ftation who are beft thought of for 
their aftivity, courage, and loyalty, and always attached to the perfon of 
the Prince when he commands an army in chief; this unhappy man was 
always remarkable for his loyalty to his King and attachment to his 
country. 

Gentlemen, this man is the father of a child, not more than eight 
months old, andif that child was by accident to be brought into court, he 
would inflantly burft into tears, and fhew every fymptom of parental affec- 
tion ; and yet, gentlemen, it wasonly on the Tuefday before the Thurfday 
on which he fhot at the King, that he attempted to take this child from the 
mother, in order to dath its brains out againft the wall—not from any want 
of love and affe@tion to the child ; but that he withed it fhould go before 
him on that great and important occafion, which the morbid alfe€lion of his 
mind had made him conceive was at hand, and to accomplifh which, he fup- 
poled himlelf to be appointed. And yet that very evening, after he had 
made this attempt, he went to prayer in the garden for an hour and a half, 
There isanother inflance of this man’s loyalty which I muft beg leave to 
mention :—Ir is not long ago that he was in a company where a fong was 
fang which was not very retpe‘ttul to his Majefly ; he immedi stely quitted 
the room with the greateft indignation, and inftantly began to fing ** God 
fave the King” with the higheft enthufiafm. In the whole courfe of this 
trial there had not been one fingle atom of evidence, not one fingle perfon 
who had in the {mallet degree been able to prove a malicious intent in his 
mundagainft the King. It is clear, gentlemen, from Mr. Richardfon’s 
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evidence (4 gentleman who has not {hewn any defire to favour the prifener, 
but who has delivered his teflimony with every degree of calmnels and im- 
partiality )—I fay itis clear that, from the beginning to the end of his exa- 
mination, he conflantly averred that he never meant to attempt the life of 
the King. Hehad neverin his life, let the morbid affeGion which g0- 
verned his upbappy mind predominate ever fo much, faid one offentive 
word again{t his Majefly, oreven fhewn the fmalleft refentment againg 
him. This cale, therefore, was very different from that of Lord Fecsrers, 
who had, for a length of time, exprefled the mofl bitter refentment againg 
| piven for various caufes, who was fo far under the influence of that ree 
cntment, that after he bad {hot him, he {aid he was glad he had done ir, 
for he was a ralcal ; and he only dropt this refentment when he found the 
danger he was in from the fiate of the wound.—He then defired his furgeon 
tovte all his exertions to fave his life, He afterwards fled from jultice, 
and for aconfiderable time defended bimfelf ayaintt the officers of juftice 
fentagainft him. The infanity of Lord Feners was nothing more than 
that degree of it which was occafioned by giving way to outrageous paffion, 
That of the unfortunate prifoner’s wasa morbid difeafe, which had taken 
entire pofl: fon of bis brain, 

Gentle.co, 1 muft beg leave to inform you, that this man has been to 
vifit an wu: fortunate vilim to the fame difeafe, of the name of Truelocke, 
who has been lately committed to prifon as an infane perfon by the Duke 
of Fortland, and though he prayed with bim with the greatefl fervency, yet 
in a day or two afterwards he declared that he was conneéted with the Vir- 
gio Mary, and that fhe was a bloody wh—re ; that he had a child by her; 
that he was the father of Jefus Chiifl; anda variety of other mater of 
the fame kind, which fpoke beyond a doubt the perturbed and infane flate 
of his mind, You will have it proved to you, gentlemen, that this man 
has always, to a degree of enthufiafm, loved his King and country ; that 
he had fought and bled in his country’s caufe ; that his wounds had oc- 
cafioned the morbid affe€lion which had taken fole poffeffion of his mind, 
which governed all his aclions, and which made him an obje& of the molt 
pitiable and affliling calamity. It has already appeared, and it {hall full 
more clearly appear, that this unfortunate man was, when in his fenfes, a 
moft dutiful, and afe@ionate, and loyal fubjeti. Is it likely then, when 
Jove to his Sovereign was the ruling paffion tn his breaf, is it likely that he 
would, if under the guidance of reafon, form a defperate defign, barba- 
roufly to murder that Sovereign whom he loved ? I allow, that if no par- 
ticular circumflances had attended the cafe of the prifoner, that the aft 
which he committed would not of itfelf been a fufficient proof of hisin- 
fanity, for who can dive into the receffes of the human mind, and pro- 
nounce the purpofesof which itis capable ? But the prifoner was feverely 
wounded ;_ be was left for deadin the held of battle ; he has fince his re- 
toro to England given frequent proofs that his brain had fuffered from the 

wounds which his head had received. What could be his obje& 2? Aman 

in his fenfes is neyer impelled to aflion without fome adequate motive. 

Could he then bear malice againft the King, and wifhto punith him for bis 

own vices? Inevery flate there are men who wifh for the overthrow of 

the exifting government. I do not deny that there have been, or that 
there are, fuch menin England. But I wil! affirm that in England there 
is no man who longs forthe death of the King. His mild exercile of 
power, his many amiable virtues, and his paternal love to his fubjeéts have 
enthroned him in every heart. During the whole of his Majefty’s reign, 
among all the feditious and treafonable plots which have been, or have been 
faid to have been formed, no attempt has been made upon his facred life 
unlefs by amaniac, and no one has been brought to trial for fuch a crime. 

Wasit probable that this dark defign then fhould have been formed tn the 

miod of one who was warmly attached to both his perfon and government? 

The life of our Sovereign is certainly of infinite value to the flate, and 

I with thatit fhould be progefled by every poflible means couli - with 
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berty and Jaw. But we muff not do evil that good may come, nor violate 
juftice for the moft laudable of purpofes. Nor do I] believe that fuch 
conduét would be the method to attain the objeét we defire. The life of a 
King, as well as of a private individual, will ever be mofl fecure when pro- 
retted upon principles of reafon, equity, and freedom, The rule of right 
is that upon which invariably to proceed, if we with to promote the fe- 
curity and happinels of the community, and of every particular member, 
whether high or low, of which itis compofed, This man’s illnefs pro- 
ceeds from religion. In our holy religion no precept isto be found which 
would lead usto infringe in the flightef! degree, or on any occafion, the 
mofttrifline of the laws of morality. We are there told to do what ts 
right, and to leave the reft toGod. I admire al! the precepts of our Sa- 
viour, convinced that they come from God, and that they are calculated to 
produce the happinefs of man ; but none do I admire more than that 
which lays—‘* Take no heed for your life what you fhall eat, what you 
fhal! drink, or where-withal you fhall beclothed. Scck ye firfi the king- 
dom of God and his righteoufnel{s, aud all thefe things fhall be added unto 
you.” By thisit is not meant that we fhould be idle and indolent, negli- 
gent of our duties, indifferent with regard to our welfare, and carelefs 
about the concerns of our families, but that we fhould be contented with 
the lawful means which God has given us to preferve our lives, and to 
senderthem comfortable, and that exercifing thefe we fhould implicitly 
selign ourfelves to the decrees of Providence. 

I rejoice when J think of the goodne!s which has been difplayed to the 
prifoner. He has been taken under the proteétion of the court, and before 
this auguft, righteous, and merciful court he has every advantage which he 
or his friends could defire. It was unfortunate for him, perhaps, that he 
pitched upon me for hiscounfel ; but I have exerted my poor abilities to 
the utmoft in his caufe, and happy fhall Ibe if they fhall prove infira- 
mental in procuring his acquittal. I have but one thing moretoadd: If 
in the examination of the witneffes, or in any of the obfervations I have had 
the honour of addreffling to you ; 1f intrying to purfue the turnings and 
windings of the human mind, to lay open its fecret {[prings, to explain its 
fubtleties, intricacies, and modes of operation, I have faid any thing which 
might feem to indicate a wilh in me to hurt the fecurities of public juftice, 
or to ward off merited punifhment, I beg that it may not be fo under- 
flood. I with that my clitnt may have juftice; but that he flould have 
more than juftice, I neither with nor require. 

He next obferved that the prifoner was, when uncontaminated with the 
morbid forrow that afflied his reafon, fond of his family, fond of his wife, 
delighted with his infant child, and in truth was all that a brave man was 
ever painted by the moft flattering biographifts; gallant in the field, and 
domettically affeAionate at home; poflefled of a nature that could melt at 
others’ woes, yet brave the buldcft dangers of a foreign foe, regardlefs of 
his own. 

He then concluded by obferving, that in cafe of a verdiét of guilty, it 
would then remain with the royal mercy to interpofe. But this, above all 
things, he deprecated, Inacafe of this kind, the royal mercy fhould nor, 
ought not to interfere,—The prifoner muft be judged by evidence, and by 
law, and fo he fhould leave it with the jury. 

Major Ryan was the fir witnels called for the prifoner. 

He faid he was Captain in the 15th regiment of light dragoons in the 
a 1793, at which ume that regiment went tothe Continent. That he 

new the prifoner well ; he wasin every aétion the regiment was in, till 
he was at length dreadfully wounded. ‘(hat at the batile of Druet he and 
the prifoner were both attacked by a large body of the enemy, and that 
they continued fighting till both were driven into a pond together, horfes 
and all, and faw him no move till he found him at the hofpital, at Croydon, 
in September, 1796, where he exhibited manifeft fymptoms of derange- 
ment, That he was achofen man, loyal, a@tive, valiant, and valuable, 
Captain 
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Captain Magill was a Captain in the 15th light dragoons, and ferved on 
the Continent the whole time the regiment was there ; knew the prifoner 
sight well ; he was often io battle with bim, and particularly on the day he 
was wounded fo feverely as to be left for dead, he was his right hand man, 
he fought by his fide, and in the a&iion near Lifle received a wound in the 
ferehead with a thrufl of a fword, his cheek almoft feparated from his face 
with afabre, his arm from his fhoulder bared to the wnft, a wound at the 
back of his neck, twice through the body, and the top of his head (ealped; 
9n this firuation he never quitted his horfe, though furrounded by French 
dragoons, till he [the witnels]} attempted to refcue him, but was wounded 
in two ploces, and the prifoner lett for dead in a ditch by the fide of the 
road, He never faw him after till September, 1796, at Croy don barracks, 
inthe hofpital there ;_ that when he went to fee him, he found him de. 
ranged, and that {o furtoufly, that he fnatched up a bayonet, and made a 
thruft at the wicnefs, as if to Rab him, but he feized his arm, and prevented 
him. 

He gave him the charafer of a moft gallant and brave foldier, notto be 
furpatled in courage, or equ illed in difeipline, and that tll the affair near 
Lifle, his mind was always correct, and his judgment cool, though coura- 
geous. 

John Lane, a foldier in the Coldftream regiment of guards, faid, he met 
bim at an bofpital, within three miles of Veriailles, where he was brought 
in a fit; that he had converfation with him the day after in the garden of 
the prifon, and by his language difcovered he was intane ; and he was 
accordingly removed the next day to a place better calculated for him, 
trom whence he did not return for the {pace of three weeks.—They were 
then pritoners of war. 

Mr. Cline was next called: he isa furgeon and anatomift. He defcribed 
the effctls of the wounds the prifoner received in a very minute manner, 
aod was of opinion that they were lufficient to produce not merely occafional 
bat continual infanity. It was a common thing for deranged patients to 
appear fane ; it was one of the tokens of lofsot reafon when exprefled, as 
he perceived it in the prifoner, whom he vifited yefterday fur the purpofe 
of afcertaining the point, and found himfelt juftified in the fentiment he 
advanced. They often feemed colleéed, till fome exciting circumftance 
proves the inflability of the intelled. ; 

Dr. Creighton, a phyfician, alfo vifited the prifoner, and on the topic 
of religion found his intelleétual faculties gone. He corroborated, with 
much ingenious difcrimination and feientific fkill, all that the laft witnels 
flated, together with much obfervation of his own, on the cafe. 

Mr. Didderly is a furgeon of the 15th light dragoons fince Joly 1795+ 
The prifoner was dilcharged from the regiment in 1796, when he joined it 
after an abfence in France of feveral months: the caufe of the difcharge 
was infanity, inconfequence of wounds received in fervice. He was of 
opinion he ts infane f{till, 

Captain Wilfon, of the fame regiment, faid the prifoner had every quae 
ification of a foldier ; and added, ‘* If a mon was to be feleéted for cou- 
sage, dauntlels bravery, and intrepid fpirit, Hadfield was that man.” The 
Jaft time he faw him was at Croydon, bound down, mad, in acart, m 
3796. 

Charles Lawfon, a private in the regiment, faw Hadfield fall in battle, 
and thought trom the defperate nature of his wounds, that he could never 
recover. When he afterwards faw him at Clerkenwell, perceived he was 
not right in his head. ; 

David Hadfield, brother tothe prifoner, flated that from the time of 
his difcharye from the regiment at Croydon, till the prefent day, he was 
afliGed with fits of infanity, and that every year it grew w erfe. He faid 
he could not of his own knowledge fpeak of him as to the few left months, 
but from all he heard, he could fav, that his diforder encreafed, and that 
thole about him, his wife, and other‘, could afcertain its approach. 
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Mary Gower, filter to Hadfield, and who lived in the fame boufe with 
him, gave a moft circumflantial account of the flate both of his body and 
mind, The warm weather affeéted the latter, as did the changes of the 
moon. Shethen fhewed how he was affeé&ted, that a kind of religious 
mania poflefled him, which fhe defcribed in the terms he expreiled himlelf, 
but fo blafphemous that we cannot repeat them. 

She then gave a very accurate account of him, from Sunday, May 14, 
until four o’clock of the evening of the day, when he fired the prftol 1n the 
theatre, and that, during that particular period, he fhewed evident figns 
of madnefs, infomuch, that on the Tuelday preceding he made an attempt 
to murder his infant child, eight months old, and that when he went out 
fhe followed him at the inflance of her filer to watch him. [She ftated 
feveral places whither fhe followed him in this kind of way.] Tiat on his 
return home, each of thefe days, when fhe thought he was at work, he 
ufed to fay he was to be God, and Mr. Truclock, a cobler, with whom be 
was acquainted, was to be Satan, and that they were to polfefs a dwelling 
at White-Conduit Houfe.—Here fhe inflanced a variety of particulars in 
proof of his infanity, and having undergone a fri crols-examination, re- 
peated her teflimony in unvaried terms ; and to a queftion from Mr. Jul- 
tice Grofe replied, that her fifter was married to Hadfield nearly five years. 

Catherine Harrifon knew the prifoner fifteen years. Since his return 
from the Continent he has been deranged. She attended him frequently 
fince his difcharge from the regiment, and faid his ailment increafed every 
year. She lodged in the fame houfe with him at the time the crime was 
commited ; and on telling him fhe perceived his diforder was increafing, 
he threatened to murder her, and that took place the morning after he at- 
tempted to kill the child. 

George Harrifon, hufband of the Jaft witnefs, corroborated her tefti- 
mony, as well as that of Mary Gower; and proved his derangement for 
feveral days up to the 15th of May. 

Elizabeth Roberts, the landlady of the houfe where the prifoner lodged, 
eflablifhed all the three laft witnefles advanced. 
be Lord Kenyon then ftopped the further progrefs of the caufe, by faying, 

Mr. Attorney, have you any witneffes to contradi@ thefle brought for 
the defence ? They flate faéts that bring conviion to my mind.—If we 
go nicely into the cafe the prifoner mult be acquitted. I merely throw 
out this at prefent, to afcertain whether we muft proceed, and that only 
can avail, if it can be eftablifhed by you that this defence of infanity pro- 
ceeds from management.” 

The Attorney General.—'* My Lord, I have no reafon to think it a 
colour ; thefe circumflances were unknown to me.” 

Lord Kenyon.—** Your conduét, Sir, is proper : it was urgent to infli- 
tute this enquiry.” 

Attorney General. —‘* Yes, my Lord, and I therefore thought it was fit 
and neceflary that I fhould wait the full extent of it.” 

Lord Kenyon.—‘* It was very neceflery. This, however, is a cafe that 
requires, for the fafety of the community, and for the fafety of the indi- 
vidual, that the prifoner fhould not be fet at large. It was with fear and 
trembling I flopped the caufe, lef this man fhould enter again into fociety ; 
and, gentlemen, of the jury, as it appears this man was not under the 
guidance of reafon when this a& was committed, enormous and atrocious 
asitis, he muft be acquitted. He muft be returned to his laft place of 
confinement, till he is otherwife difpofed of.” 

“ he jury then, at the inflance of the court, brought in their verdié, 

Not Guitry, being under the influence of infanity at the time the of= 
fence was committed.” 

he prifoner was then remanded, and conduéted by Mr. Kirby, who at- 
tended him out of court. He walked very compofedly through Wett- 
minfler-hall, efcorted by a prodigious crowd of conflables and peate- 
officers ; Was put into a hackney-coach, and conveyed to Newgae. | 1d 
Hacfie ’ 
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Hadfield, while on his trial was drefled in a decent blue coat, lapelled 
with yellow buttons, rather in the military cut; a yellow friped waiRcoat, 
and black neck handkerchief ; his hair cropped pretty fhort. His looks 
would indicate him to be older than 29, as Mr. Erfkine defcribed him. In 
perfon he is rather a fmart, alert looking man, about five feet fix inches, 
His eyes are blue, and his features {mall and regular.—His countenance is 
pale, and deeply interefling from the wounds infli@ted on it. He continued 
through the whole of his trial, except at the entrance of the Duke of 
York, perfetly tranquil and ferene, had rather an air of melancholy, and 
feemed to regard the paffing fcene without intereft. His acquittal pros 
duced no evident emotion ether in the {peators or inthe prifoner. 

The court was exceedingly crowded.—T he trial lafted about eight hours, 

We underftand the whole expence attending the defence of the un- 
happy man was defrayed by government. 








Tialian Cufloms, beneficial in England, 


H AVING already lain before the public the praQice of clearing grain 
from the firaw, quicker, more cheap, and cleaner than with a fail, 
by women and flout children; I now fhall explain the method, in many 
parts of Alia, of preferving grain, which is alfo ufed in Italy :—The fore- 
rooms are under ground; the aperture, about 20 inches diameter, is ona 
level with the furface ; they contain 500 to 2000 or more bufhels, built of 
good brick and mortar, in form of an egg. In floring grain ropes of fraw 
or mats are placed againft the infide wall; it is then clofed with a round 
flone, and can be as well fecured as our barn doors; over it is thrown 
earth as a final! hillock, for the rain water to pals off, when not under any 
linney, &c. Fromthem I have feen grain taken out at the end of the fixth 
year as good as when firft ftored, in colour and weight, and moft fit for 
tillage.—My houfe at Pifa,in Tufcany, had been a {mall univerfity, ia 
which was fuch Qlore-room; init I cloled up aton of Englith potatoes, 
which, at the end of two years, I found (in my opinion) much better for 
the table, and the crop from them was very abundant.—The expences of 
building fuch ftore-rooms are infinitely tek than for our granaries, more 
durable ; notany external ground is loft, and they are gwarded from fie, 
&e. The grain is well! pretcéted from rats and other vermin, . 
Thefe favings are worthy the attention of the Qate, members of agricul- 
tural focieties, and land owners, which I will at any time further explain, 
with the manner of unfloring, which is quick and cheap.—In various tours 
through and around Italy, I made other obfervations ufeful to fociety, men- 


tioned laft September in my Medical Effays. } 
N. BROOKE, M. D. 


Exeter, May 1, 1890. 





BON MOT. 


Very intimare acquaintance of mine, paffing, a few days fince, through 

our market, was complimented by a kind of congee, which feemed to 
imply a fort of acquaintance with a perfon he imagined he uever faw be- 
fore. On afking a townfman, who flood by him, it he knew that gentle 
man juit paffed, he anfwered, his name wus Grater, that he was an attorney 
at law ; to which my friend replied, ** Grater ? 1 chink it ts an excellent 
name for many of the profeflion, efpecially if we fuppofe fome of theit 


AN OLD CORRESPONDENT. 


clients to be nutmegs 
Bideford, May 26, 1800, 
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An ANECDOTE. 


UFFON, notwithftanding all his benevolent philofophy, 

could fearcely fpeak with patience of his enemies, the 
field mice, who, when he was trying experiments upon the 
culture of foreft trees, tormented him perpetually by their 
infatiable love.of acorns. “ I was terrified,” fays he,“ at 
the difcovery of half a bufhel, and often a whole buthel of 
acorns, in each of the holes inliabited by thefe little animals; 
they had colle€ted thefe acorns for their winter provifion.” 
The philofopher gave orders immediately for the ereétion of 
great numbers of traps ard fnares, baited with broiled nuts ; 
in lefs than three weeks nearly three hundred ficld mice 
were killed or taken -prifoners. Mankind are obliged to 
carry on a defenfive war with the animal world. “* Eat or 
be eaten,” fays Dr. Darwin, “ isthe great law of nature.” 
It is fortunate, however, for us, that there are butchers by 
profeflion in the world, and rat catchers and cats, otherwife 
our habits of benevolence and fympathy would be utterly 


deftroyed. . 


Anfwer, by T, Whicker, of Exeter, to C, B. W.’s Charade, 
inferted April 7. 


ET Gallia boaft her Bonaparte, 
A Joufdan, or Moreau ; 

Can fuch with Britain’s DUNCAN vie, 

Or boaft another Howe ? : 
Behold a Warren, Vincent, Nile, 

They thine like blazing ftars ; 
They watch the fafety of our ifle ; 

The darlings of our tars. 

*2* We have received the like anfwer from VW. Harris, 
Jun. R. Thomas, W. G. and P. Gove, of Exeter; R. An- 
drews, and J. P. Bridges, of King bridge; Serjeant Whittie, 
of the Upway Volunteers; T. Taylor, of Bridgewater; 
Philom. of Teimgmouth ; J. Ball, Jun. of Taunton; J. R. 
Toulmin, of Barnftaple; R. Towning, of Fivehead; Tho- 
Jarvis, of Malborough; G. England, of Uplyme; T. Bul- 
lock,and C. N. of the Royal Miners; W. Brock, Ever- 
creech; E. T. S. of Poole: J. Field, of Staverton; Ser- 
jeant Ath, of the Exminfter Volunteers; and J.B. L. of 
Creech St. Michael. 

Vor. XXXVI. Cc 


POL. 
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A Fragment found in the Duke of Beaufort’s Park at Stoke, 


on Sunday the 14th of Fuly, 1799. 


H thou ! who dwell'ft on Pierius’ top defcend 

To lend affiftance to an humble friend : 
Oh grant thy friendly aid! that I may know 
When with jufl harmony my numbers flow : 
Rife, lovely maid! and ftrike the heavenly lyre, 
And fill my foul with true poetic fire, 
That I may fing, and praife thy lovely name, 
And do ftr1@ juftice to my fav’rite theme ; 
No trifling fubje& now my thoughts employ, 
To fing of human mis’ry or human joy; 
To fing of Kings who triumph’d, rul’d, and dy’d, 
(A noble thought to curb all human pride ;) 
To fing of battles, and the warlike fpear, 
Which fill whole phalanxes with dread and fear: 
While the fell mufket clogs the ranks with flain, 
And fpreads deftru€tion o’er the enfanguin’d plain: 
The battle’s o’er—and fathers, widows, mourn, 
Their hufbands, children, rudely from them torn. 
And whav’sthe gain? Why juft to pleafe the fpleen 
Of jarting parties, and an haughty Queena. 
To pleafe * * that’s greedy * renown 

fave * * * crown 
the fum of human pride. 

To fing of love, the cooing thoughts of thofe 
Who wihh to enterin an holy noofe. 
No thoughts like thefe fhall mark my humble layss 
A nobler fubje& now demands my praile. 


I'l] mount Pegalus, and before I flop 
T’ll climb, with rapture, to Parnaffus’ top ; 
I’m up—and now, ye gods! before I’m down, 
Tl] fing the praifes of a country town. 
Hail, Sherborne, hail! thou once in high renown, 
Now not fo great, yet flilla virtuous town : 
Hail ! Dorfet’s pride! thy facred name I greet, 
For here the Graces have fet up their feat : 
Here virtue reigns, and focial mirth is found, 
And ancient hofpitality abounds, 
Such pleafure 

eternal fource of joy 


Could I indulge the with my foul holds dear, 
It would, I own, be firmly center’d here : 
For here fuccefsfully I’ve fought repofe, 
Thou {weet compofer of my worft of woes, 
9 
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Here friendfhip true, a plant that’s rarely found, 
Flourifh luxuriant in this happy ground : 

And happy he who canin Sherborne ftop 

And tafte true friendfhip at 

Tis here I’d with to live, if Heaven fo will, 
And hold {weet converfe with my Amaryl]: 

Oh {weet angelic beauty ! be thou bleft, 

And could I utter what my foul fuggeils 


I’m mate—for fomething yet unfung 
Impofe eternal filence on my tongue. 
Avaunt digreflion—let me now purfue, 
The fav’rite fubject ever in my view, 
To praife thee, Sherborne! thee, the parent joy 
Of every pleafure that my foul can cloy. 
If friendfhip, mirth, and virtue e’er did meet, 
Tis here in Sherborne, their divine retreat ; 
Tho’ fome vile wretches, envying its renown, 
Have flrove in fa€tions to divide the town: 
May vengeance dire foon take thefe monfters fell, 
And grinning monkeys bunt them into Hell ! 
But op my mule—how ill doth anger feem 1 
The thought [’ll curb, and take fome other theme ; 
And Sherborne’s glory, and her bulwark too, 
With form majeflic now bring into view. 
Here Cromwell 

oppreffion, and an iron rod, 
There Raleigh’s tafle with noble grandeur rile, 
And tiuke with wonder your delighted eyes; 

lovely paradife 

Thefe charming profpe&s. 
With rural {cenes this lovely park abound, 
And pleafures new in every flep are found ; 
Nothing is wanting to this fylvan fcene 
But a wel! peopled and {mooth gliding flream ; 
Perhaps the time may come when nature’s pride, 
By mimic art {hall amply be fupplied. 


cre 


But whilfl thefe pleafant feenes enchant the eye, 
I muft not to haie Sched praife deny ; 

But turn my thoughts to fomething nearer home, 
And take a view of Sherborne’s hallow’d dome ; 
This Gothic venerable pile now ftands 

At leaft unrivall’d in this happy land ; 

Here beauty, grandeur, all that art could find, 
With elegance and tafte are well combin’d ; 

The vaulted cieling elegantly neat, 

The altar, pulpit, throne alike compleat; 

The noble organ, with its awful found, 

Along the aifles as awfully rebound ; 

The pious prieft hese tries (due praife be given) 
Io wean from fin, and qualify for Heaven ; 

Oh! could I ever hear his pious voice, 

And in redeeming love as long rejoice; 

Here would I {pend my few remaining days, 
Hymning my Great Creator fongs of praife, 
Until my foul about to quit itsclay, 

In pious exclamation thus could fay : 


** Farewell, vain world! what thou hafl been to me, 


** Duft anda thadow, thefe I leave with thee ; 
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** Ye giddy ¢rowds adieu! I’ve learn’dto prize, 
** Far nobles joys, eternal in the fkies: 

** ‘There may I live, and be for ever bleft, 

** For there the weary, humbie foul finds reft.” 


From this delightful theme I now defcend 
To fordid earth, and there my. thoughts unbend : 
To fing of trifles, and of trifling joy ; 
Of pleafures changing, changing fill docloy. 
For heaven’s high arch beneath, whate’er abound 
There’s nothing perfe@, or of value found. 


Yet flill fome rural nymphs, whofe envied reign, 
Have made them proud, not only proud but vain, 
With rapturous joy their fouls will quickly thrill 
To bear the onlin of {weet Dancing Hill: 

From this enchanting mount, this lovely ground, 
What pleafing ediapeoahants the eye around ; 
*Tis here I’m fix’d to this delightful fpot, 

So fondly lov’d it carinot be forgot: 

Here each deelining day gay falhion’s round, 
Difplay chert colours o’er this fav’rite ground; 
And blaze of beauty in its full difplay, 

Here dim the loflre of Sol’s brighte d vey 5 

Here the gay nymphs abd happy {wains repair 

To hold Iweet converfe with their fav’ rite fair, 
Here artful Cynthia plays her charms in vain ; 
a lovely Juliet leads the jocund train: . 

ere , 

Catera defunt. 


Brifol, July 20, 1799. 





To the MEMORY of a DECEASED FRIEND. 
By Mr. Roscoe. 


Rewer, from yon lower fphere, 
Ere eternal joys thou fhare, 

Are thy earthly duties done, 

Hufband, father, friend, and fon ? 


Haft thou o’er a parent’s bead 
Drops of filial foudnefs fhed? 
What the pleafure—haft thou prov'd, 
*Tis to love, and to be Jow’d? 


Haft thou, with delighted eyes, 
Seen thy num’rous offspring rife ? 
Haft thou, in the paths of trath, 
Led their inexperiene’d youth ? 


Didft thou e’cr in fadnefs bend 
O’er the forrows of a friend ? 
Didft, thou haflen, unappall’d, 
When thy finking country call’d ? 
Hulhband, father, friend, and fon, 
Wellthy journeys hoff thou run: 
Life has known uts beft employ, 
Sown in virtue, reap’dip joy. 





